Recent trends in preslaughter management
• Familiarisation with handling makes preslaughter management at the abattoir easier. • However, in pigs it can increase the counts of enteric bacteria in faeces before slaughter (Dowd et al. 2007) .
What are the mechanisms ?
• A study in Australia showed that 5/13 consignments of lamb were stressed (m. glycogen depleted) before loading onto the truck. • A study in NZ showed that it took 3 days for meat pH ult to return to normal after mustering, crutching and weighing at the farm. 
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